Hip-Hop Poetry and The Classics 

Figurative Language 

Figurative language is deliberate exaggeration, when a speaker says something 
that they do NOT literally mean. 

Traditionally, figurative language falls into four specific categories: 

HYPERBOLE, SIMILES, METAPHORS & PERSONIFICATION

· Hyperbole is a very strong exaggeration. 

Example: "He is stronger than ten giants." 
see page 20. 

· A simile is a comparison between two objects using the words "like" or "as." 

Example: "She sings like a nightingale." 
see page 79. 

· A metaphor is a comparison between two objects (without "like" or "as"). 

Example: "Helen is an angel." 
see page 40. 

· Personification gives an inhuman thing human qualities. 

Example: 'The sunrise was jealous of her loveliness." 
see page 69. 

Classic poets use figurative language: 

Come away, come away, death 
And in sad cypress let me be laid 
Flyaway, flyaway, breath; 

I am slain by a fair, cruel maid. (Shakespeare) 

Hip-Hop poets use figurative language: 

I'm like the farmer, plantin words, people are seeds 
My truth is the soil; help you grow like trees. 

(Nas) 
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Core Literary Elements 

Haiku 

CA Language Arts Standards Covered: 

9/10 LRA 3.7; L&S 1.1; W&O 1.3, 1.4; 11/12 LRA 3.1; W&O 1.1, 1.2; W 2.2 R 2.0; LRA 3.4 

Haiku presents a vivid picture and the poet's impression, sometimes with suggestions of 
spiritual insight. The traditional haiku is three lines long: the first line is five syllables, the 
second line is seven syllables, and the third line is five syllables. 

BASHO was one of the most famous of all Haiku poets. 

NOTE: In Japanese, the syllable count of the haikus below would be accurate. 
The English translation alters it. 

An old pond! 

A frog jumps in- 
The sound of water . 

• 

No one travels 
Along this way but I, 
This autumn evening. 

Modern Haiku's follow a syllabic structure (5,7,5). Haiku's are: 

· Three lines long 

· The first line is five syllables 

· The second line is seven syllables 

· The third line is five syllables 

For example: 

What's in my headphones? 

Nothing but Hip-Hop music, 
Jay-Z, Tupac, Nas! 

Poetry Writing Exercise: Write a Haiku 

Have students construct their own haikus. 

Give them the freedom to explore their own subject matters, but insist that they count out the 
syllables and follow the proper structure. 

NOTE: For less advanced students have them literally count out the amount of syllables per 
line and write the number beside their work so to ensure accuracy. 

For example: 

What's in my headphones? (5) 
Nothing but Hip-Hop music, (7) 
Jay-Z, Tupac, Nas! (5) 
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Hip-Hop Poetry and The Classics 

Hyperbole 
Interpretation Guide 

CA Language Arts Standards Covered: 

9/10 R 1.1, 1.2,2.2; LRA3.7, 3.11; 11/12 LRA; 3.4; R 2.2 

Hyperbole: A figure of speech that uses incredible exaggeration, or overstatement, for effect. 

For example: 

I pulled up with a million trucks-Lookin, smellin, feeling like a million bucks. (Ludacris) 

People often use exaggeration to make their point strong and clear. In the example above, the 
speaker did not really have a million trucks; the speaker is boasting about his status as well as 
how good he feels. Most Hip-Hop lyrics contain a lot of hyperbole. 

Hyperbole is commonly used in society. For example: 

· I nearly died laughing. 

· I knocked on the door a million times. 

· John was so scared he jumped out of his skin. 

Classic Poets use HYPERBOLE 

I love thee with the breath, smiles, tears 
of all my life! 

(Elizabeth Browning) 

This little world of mine has lost its light. 
(Dorothy Parker) 

A robin redbreast in a cage 
Sets all heaven in a rage. 
(William Blake) 

Questions: 

· In the first example does the poet literally love with her breath, smiles and tears? 

· In the second example has the world literally lost its light? 

· In the third example is ALL of heaven literally in a rage? 

Hip-Hop Poets use HYPERBOLE. 

A lot of MCs today really know how to please, but I gave birth to most of them MCs. 
(Roxanne Shante) 

My mom's words echo in my head and if I let go I'm dead. 
(Nas) 

I can roast an MC like a barbecue. 
(Big Daddy Kane) 

Questions: 

· In the first example did she literally give birth to them MCs? 

· In the second example if the poet literally lets go will he die? 

· In the third example will another rapper literally be put on a barbecue? 
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Core Literary Elements 

Poetry Writing Exercise: Hyperbole 


Learning Objective: 
Students will identify and utilize the poetic device of hyperbole. 

Standards Addressed: 9/10 W&O 1.3, 1.4; LRA 3.7,3.11,11/12 W&O 1.1,1.2; W 2.2; LRA 3.4 


Materials needed: 
This worksheet. 


Methodology: 
See below. 

Use the following writing prompts to create hyperbole. 


I am so thirsty 
_ 


The guy is so cheap 
_ 

She is so smart 

------------------------------ 


I love it more than 
_ 


The teacher is soboring 
_ 

A TALL TALE is a story that contains a great deal of exaggeration. 

For example: 

My grandfather came home from fishing yesterday and explained to me how he caught the largest 
bass in the river. But it wasn't just a gigantic bass - it was a gigantic, speaking bass. This is why, 
my grandfather explained, he didn't return home with the fish. The gigantic, speaking bass asked 
to be let go and my grandfather did as he was told. 

Use hyperbole to create a TALL POEM. Your poem should: 

· Tell a short story. 

· Be filled with exaggeration. 

· Be at least 8 lines long. 

· Attempt to use a rhyme scheme. 

For example: 

Hip-Hop Star Hyperbole 

I'm the baddest rapper 

with the sweetest ride. 

But it's not about the money, 
it's about the pride. 

I came through with my army, 

my truck is like a tank. 

If you try to test me, 

I'll take you straight to the bank. 

Hyperbole Poem 
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Hip-Hop Poetry and The Classics 

Illuminating Imagery - Classic 

Harlem: A Dream Deferred 

by Langston Hughes 

What happens to a dream deferred? 

Does it dry up 

like a raisin in the sun 
Or fester like a sore - 
And then run? 

Does it stink like rotten meat? 
Or crust and sugar over - 
Like a syrupy sweet? 

Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load. 

Or does it explode? 

Core Literary Elements 

Illuminating Imagery - Classic 
Interpretation Guide 

CA Language Arts Standards Covered: 

9/10 LRA 3.7,3.11; L&S 1.1; W 2.2; W&O 1.3, 1.4; R 2.2; 11/12 W&O 1.1,1.2; W 2.2; R 2.0; LRA 3.4 

Imagery: The use of language to evoke a picture or a concrete sensation of a person, 
a thing, a place, or an experience. 

Poetic Theme: Reach for Your Dreams 

Identify how Hughes uses imagery for all five senses in his poem. 


• Sight: 
Does it dry up 

like a raisin in the sun 


• Taste: 
Or crust and sugar over - 
Like a syrupy sweet? 


• Touch: 
Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load. 

· Smell: 
Does it stink like rotten meat? 

· Sound: Or does it explode? 

How does the sum total of all of the imagery add up to answering the question put forth by the 
speaker in line one, ~What happens to a dream deferredr' 

Each image represents something that was once useful or productive but, having been left alone 
or unattended for too long (i.e., like a dream deferred), becomes useless, decayed and possibly even 
self-destructive. 

· The raisin is dried up. 

· The sore has festered and run (with infection and puss). 

· The syrupy sweet is crusted and sugared over, too sweet to even taste appealing anymore. 

· The meat has turned rotten and smells foul and disgusting. 

· The dream itself has exploded, the sound of which is entirely destructive. 

What is the unspoken message the speaker is telling the reader about going after their own 
dreams? 

The speaker seems to be clearly saying that having dreams and not pursuing them will cause 
one to not only regret their not "going for it," but cause them to eventually crumble apart. It may 
be slow but at some point the stress, regrets and disappointment of NOT pursuing one's dreams 
will become too much and self-destruction will occur in some shape or form. 

• 23 • 

Hip-Hop Poetry and The Classics 

Illuminating Imagery - Classic 
Student Worksheet 

Imagery: The use of language to evoke a picture or a concrete sensation of a person, 
a thing, a place, or an experience. 

Identify how Hughes uses imagery for all five senses in his poem. 


• Sight: 
_ 


• Taste: 
_ 


• Touch: 
_ 


• Smell: 
_ 


• Sound: 
_ 

How does the sum total of all of the imagery add up to answering the question put forth 
by the speaker in line one, ~What happens to a dream deferred?" 

What is the unspoken message the speaker is telling the reader about going after 
their own dreams? 
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Core Literary Elements 

Illuminating Imagery - Hip-Hop 

Juicy 

by Notorious B.l.G. 

It was all a dream 

I used to read Word Up magazine 

Salt 'n Peppa and Heavy D up in the limousine 
Hangin' pictures on my wall 


5 
Every Saturday Rap Attack, Mr. Magic, Marley Marl. .. 

Now honies play me close like butter played toast 
From the Mississippi down to the east coast ... 
Sold out seats to hear Biggie Smalls speak 

Livin life without fear 

10 Puttin' 5 karats in my baby girl's ears 

Lunches, brunches, interviews by the pool 
Considered a fool 'cause I dropped out of high school 
Stereotypes of a black male misunderstood ... 

We used to fuss when the landlord dissed us 

15 
No heat, wonder why Christmas missed us 
Birthdays was the worst days 

Now we sip champagne when we thirsty 
Uh, damn right I like the life I live 
Cause I went from negative to positive 

20 And it's all good ... 
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Hip-Hop Poetry and The Classics 

Poetry Writing Exercise: Imagery 

Learning Objective: 

Standards Addressed: 

Materials needed: 

Methodology: 



Students will identify and utilize the poetic device of imagery. 
9/10 W&O 1.3, 1.4; lRA 3.7,3.11,11/12 W&O 1.1,1.2; W 1.5,2.2 
This worksheet. 

See below. 

I. Have students create a column for each of their five senses with some blank space 
next to each sense they list. 

For example: 

	• 
	Touch: 

	• 
	Taste: 

	• 
	Smell: 

	• 
	Sight: 

	• 
	Sound: 


2. Give each student a piece of paper with a different object written on it. 

Have each student write down their perceptions of this object by filling in the blanks for their 
five senses. Encourage them to be vivid, abstract, colorful, literal - anything but boring! 

3. Have students create an additional line of description adding the sixth component of 
emotion. 

How do they feel about the object? Does it remind them of something (like a relative, a special 
time in their childhood or a location they once visited)? 

4. Have students use their work (above) as material to write a poem about their object. 

Allow them the freedom to make it as long (or short) as they wish, using rhyme, free verse, 
personification (teacher's discretion) but stress the importance of using all of the material above in 
their work. 

5. Have students give their poem a title. 

For example: Object Poem (Light Bulb) 

Just Give Me the Light 
Smooth is my bulb 
Tastes like hot electricity 
Smells like smokey possibility 
Ruler of Light 

Gives my home sight 
Sound like a buzz 

we shut off every night. 
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Hip-Hop Poetry and The Classics 

Poetry Writing Exercise: Imagery 


Learning Objective: 
Students will identify and utilize the poetic device of imagery. 

Standards Addressed: 9/10 W&O 1.3, 1.4; LRA 3.7,3.11,11/12 W&O 1.1,1.2; W 1.5,2.2 


Materials needed: 
This worksheet. 


Methodology: 
See below. 

I. Have students create a column for each of their five senses with some blank space 
next to each sense they list. 

For example: 

	• 
	Touch: 

	• 
	Taste: 

	• 
	Smell: 

	• 
	Sight: 

	• 
	Sound: 


2. Give each student a piece of paper with a different object written on it. 

Have each student write down their perceptions of this object by filling in the blanks for their 
five senses. Encourage them to be vivid, abstract, colorful, literal - anything but boring! 

3. Have students create an additional line of description adding the sixth component of 
emotion. 

How do they feel about the object? Does it remind them of something (like a relative, a special 
time in their childhood or a location they once visited)? 

4. Have students use their work (above) as material to write a poem about their object. 

Allow them the freedom to make it as long (or short) as they wish, using rhyme, free verse, 
personification (teacher's discretion) but stress the importance of using all of the material above in 
their work. 

5. Have students give their poem a title. 

For example: Object Poem (Light Bulb) 

Just Give Me the Light 
Smooth is my bulb 
Tastes like hot electricity 
Smells like smokey possibility 
Ruler of Light 

Gives my home sight 
Sound like a buzz 

we shut off every night. 
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