Latin I

Roman Origins Project


For centuries after its fall in 476 CE, the legends and myths of ancient Rome continued to impress and teach the well-educated leaders and statesmen of Europe and the United States.  For example, George Washington chose to be represented in an official statue as Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus, famous military leader and dedicated patriot of the early Roman Republic.  Cincinnatus was literally called to serve as Dictator when a serious crisis arose which threatened the very survival of the fledgling state.  As soon as the crisis was past, Cincinnatus relinquished his supreme power and returned to his field.  


Washington is seen standing with his right arm resting on the Roman Fasces, which also supports his sword.  Behind him is a plow.  Below the statue is a relief portraying Cincinnatus returning to his farm after his duty has been performed (not visible in the photo below}.  Clearly Washington wanted his compatriots to see him as a citizen soldier, not as a man who would be king.  Such is the power of Roman myths and legends.
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Your Project:  You have received a handout containing a number of Roman legends.  You have selected one to study and become an “expert” on.  To fulfill this project you will do the following:

1.
Prepare a skit or video using props and visual aids as needed.  

2. You will present your legend to the class so that they will learn the important parts of the story.

3. You will relate the “moral” of the story to the class.

4. You will also prepare a review activity for the class.  This can be a game or a worksheet.  

You will be evaluated using the Amity’s rubric for oral presentations.  
